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The Municipal Corporation of Greater Mumbai (MCGM) and the Earthquakes and 
Megacities Initiative (EMI) are co-organizing the 2009 Asia Megacities Forum on April 
22-24, 2009, in Mumbai, India. The three-day workshop will bring to light sound practices 
in Urban Disaster Risk Reduction (Urban-DRR) that are being implemented by various 
cities and local authorities in Asia and elsewhere in the world, and which are making a 
significant contribution to the undertaking of the global agenda of the Hyogo Framework 
for Action.    The Forum will be the opportunity to take stake in the state of the practice 
and in reviewing regional and global initiatives on urban disaster risk reduction (DRR).  It 
is a venue for documenting, promoting and sharing the efforts and commitments made 
by local authorities in engaging in Urban DRR. 

The 2009 Asia Megacities Forum will gather together the partners of EMI’s Cluster Cities 
Project in Asia, partners in the academia and private sector, representatives of local 
government organizations, and a broad representation of international and regional 
organizations, consortiums and public and private institutions. From policy to 
implementation, research to practice, planning to development, the Forum will address 
today’s issues of urban DRR by bringing multiple experiences and perspectives, with the 
ultimate goal of motivating more investment in DRR at the local level, and recognizing 
the critical role of local authorities in pushing forward the global DRR agenda.  More than 
a regional gathering, the Forum intends to serve as a platform for critical evaluation, 
strategic planning, knowledge sharing, and advocacy.  The Forum will also provide a 
venue for megacities to demonstrate knowledge of sound practices that other cities may 
validate, adapt, and apply in their own risk context.   

The initial agenda suggests covering four topical sessions; two special sessions, a share 
fair, a field trip, small group topical discussions, and special reports as indicated in the 
attached preliminary program.  Consultations between partners and sponsors are taking 
place to further enhance the structure and content of program.  

The Forum is by invitation only.  For more information, please contact:  

MCGM Coordinator EMI Coordinator 

V. V. Vaidya  Mr. Jerome Zayas 
Chief Officer  EMI Conference Coordinator 
Fax : +91-22-69 4719 Telefax: +63-2-9279643 
Email: ccrsdmp@gmail.com  Email: jeromez@emi-megacities.org  
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